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DETAILED ACTION 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/ or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with Eli Weiss on 
April 1, 2008. 

The Application is amended as follows: 
In the SPECIFICATION 

TITLE of the Invention: change the title to "GAME MACHINE WITH SELECTIVELY 
CONTROLLABLE MECHANICAL COVER". 

In the CLAIMS 

• cancel claims 5, 6, 14, 15, 16, 18, 22-24, 26, & 27. [claims 2-4, 9, & 11-13 previously 
canceled] 

• replace claims 1, 7, 8, 10, 17, 19-21, & 25 with the claims presented below. 

Claim 1: A gaming machine comprising: 

at least one input device that receives input from a player for play of a game; 
a bet input device that receives a bet for play of the game; 
a display device; and 

a processor configured to operate with the at least one input device, the bet input device, and the 
display device to: 

a) display a plurality of columns where each column has multiple types of symbols which 
are displayed through a window in a changing manner of a fixed direction in the column, wherein 
at least one symbol is displayed on each column of symbols in the window to provide at least one 
row of symbols to display a normal state of the game; 
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b) evaluate whether at least one row of symbols in the normal state of the game does not 
result in a winning combination of symbols, wherein if it is determined that no winning 
combination is achieved, determining if a quantity of symbols displayed through the window needs 
to be changed based on an optional additional bet input operation by the player to provide a 
special state of the game; 

c) if the additional bet input operation is received from the player, allowing the player to 
select at least one of the columns to be expanded in which an area of the at least one column will 
be increased to show additional symbols above and below the column; 

d) activate a mechanical cover having an upper cover portion and a lower cover portion to 
facilitate the expanding of the area of the at least one column by simultaneously opening both the 
upper and lower portions of the cover to show the additional symbols above and below the 
column, wherein expanding the one or more columns occurs in the special state of the game, and 
wherein the multiple types of symbols displayed in the normal state of the game remain in their 
original positions within each column throughout the special state of the game; 

e) evaluate the symbols in the special state of the game including evaluating a combination 
of symbols displayed in the normal state of the game with additional symbols displayed in the 
special state of the game to determine if a winning combination has been achieved; and 

f) award the player a payout based on any winning combinations achieved in the special 
state of the game. 

Claim 7: A gaming machine according to claim 1, wherein during said special state of the game said 
mechanical cover opens to increase the window size to increase the number of symbols displayed on all 
columns simultaneously through said window. 

Claim 8: A gaming machine according to claim 7, wherein said special state of the game is free by waiving 
the optional additional bet, such that the special game is activated w ithout a player having to provide the 
optional additional bet input. 

Claim 10: A gaming method comprising the steps of: 

a) receiving a betting operation for play of a game at a gaming machine having at least one input 
device, a bet input device, a display device and a processor; 



Application/Control Number: 10/801,330 
Art Unit: 3714 



Page 4 



b) displaying a plurality of columns where each column has multiple types of symbols which are 
displayed through a window in a changing manner of a fixed direction in the column, wherein at least one 
symbol is displayed on each column of symbols in the window to provide at least one row of symbols to 
display a normal state of the game; 

c) evaluating whether at least one row of symbols in the normal state of the game does not result in 
a winning combination of symbols, wherein if it is determined that no winning combination is achieved, 
determining if a quantity of symbols displayed through the window needs to be changed based on an 
optional additional bet input operation by the player to provide a special state of the game; 

d) if the additional bet input operation is received from the player, allowing the player to select at 
least one of the columns to be expanded in which an area of the at least one column will be increased to 
show additional symbols above and below the column; 

e) activating a mechanical cover having an upper cover portion and a lower cover portion to 
facilitate the expanding of the area of the at least one column by simultaneously opening both the upper 
and lower portions of the cover to show the additional symbols above and below the column, wherein 
expanding the one or more columns occurs in the special state of the game, and wherein the multiple types 
of symbols displayed in the normal state of the game remain in their original positions within each column 
throughout the special state of the game; 

f) evaluating the symbols in the special state of the game including evaluating a combination of 
symbols displayed in the normal state of the game with additional symbols displayed in the special state of 
the game to determine if a winning combination has been achieved; and 

g) awarding the player a payout based on any winning combinations achieved in the special state of 
the game. 

Claim 17: A gaming method according to claim 10, wherein during said special state of the game said 
mechanical cover opens to increase the window size to increase the number of symbols displayed on all 
columns simultaneously through said window. 

Claim 19: A gaming method according to claim 10, wherein the bet is a MAXBET play. 

Claim 20: A gaming method according to claim 10, wherein the betting operation is a MAX line play. 
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Claim 21: A gaming method according to claim 10, wherein the payout is an additional bet play. 

Claim 25: A gaming method according to claim 10, wherein the cover is adapted to uncover less than a 
full symbol on each column. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Claims 1, 7, 8, 10, 17, 19, 20, 21, & 25 are allowed. 

The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: A thorough search of the prior 
art fails to disclose any reference or references, which, taken alone or in combination teach or suggest an 
invention in which a mechanical cover having an upper portion and a lower portion is activated to increase 
or decrease the area of the window (i.e. the area in which a player can see symbol on the gaming machine) 
by selectively opening and closing, further, in combination maintaining the position of all symbols 
displayed before the mechanical covers are actuated to display additional symbols, further, in combination 
with allowing the player interaction such that the player is able to select at least one of the columns to be 
expanded, and lastly, further in combination with evaluating symbols that appear after the expanding of 
the mechanical covers to determine if a combination of symbols originally displayed and those that were 
displayed in the special state of the game provide any winning combinations. 

The closest prior art, a newly found reference not relied upon in prior prosecution, is Watts (UK 
Patent Application No. GB 2,106,292). Watts generally teaches a similar to the claimed invention in which 
simulated slot reels are shown, where upon an "adjustment feature" such as a nudge feature, the 
"windows" of the slot reels may enlarge to show more symbols above and below the originally displayed 
symbols. While this is similar, there are many patentably distinct differences between the claimed invention 
and the teachings of Watts. First, the slot reels in Watts are considered simulated, thus the covering 
mechanism is merely a graphical depiction, whereas the claimed invention specifically requires a 
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mechanical cover having an upper portion and a lower portion (i.e. specific structure). Next, the claimed 
invention will only initiate the secondary or special state of the game in which the mechanical covers are 
activated based upon the outcome of the primary or normal state of the game resulting specifically in a 
non-winning combination. The special state of the game in the claimed invention requires an additional 
bet to be activated. The claimed invention also requires specific player interaction where the player is able 
to select at least one column to be expanded. Further, without moving (i.e. the nudging within the Watts 
reference) the positions of the originally displayed symbols in the normal state of the game, the claimed 
inventions evaluates combinations of symbols from the normal state of the game with additional symbols 
displayed in the special state of the game to determine if any awards are to be paid out. Lastly, the entire 
process is carried out by a processor that is specifically configured to perform the process as recited in 
claim 1, where Watts does not expressly conduct the same process. The method of claim 10 corresponds 
directly to the processor steps of claim 1. 

Thus, for at least the reasons provided, the Examiner submits that there is no motivation to 
modify the Watts reference to include the multiple additional patentably distinct features not found within 
Watts without using hindsight. Watts simply provides no apparent basis or motivational language to 
incorporate the missing features, further, to do so would be to piecemeal the various features from a vast 
number of different sources to result in the claimed invention. Therefore, the claims are considered to be 
in condition for allowance. 

As an additional note: The Examiner is citing additional relevant references with this action, 
however, the claimed invention appears to overcome this additional prior art as well. There are some cited 
references that have filing or publication dates beyond the filing date of the instant application but disclose 
similar inventions and are provided merely for informing the Applicant of these similar inventions. 
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CONCLUSION 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Milap Shah whose telephone number is (571)272-1723. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F: 9:30AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Robert 
Pezzuto can be reached on (571) 272-6996. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http:/ / pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Robert E Pezzuto/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3714 
/MBS/ 



